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THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 35 

Queries and Answers 

Navigator. — Please give me, if possible, the true date of 
the departure of the steamship Savannah from the port of 
Savannah, on her memorable trip across the Atlantic. 

Until recently it was supposed that the Savannah left the 
city on the 20th of May, 1819; but the statement in her log- 
book, which has lately appeared in print, gives the 22d as the 
date. Notwithstanding this, there is still some doubt on this 
point, and we will here present the facts as recorded at the 
time, as well as certain other items of interest in this connec- 
tion. 

The Columbian Museum and Savannah Daily Gazette, of 
that period, carried the following items : 

Wednesday, May 19. — For Liverpool. — The Steamship 
Savannah, Capt. Rodgers, will, without fail, proceed for Liver- 
pool direct tomorrow. Passengers, if any offer, can be ac- 
commodated. 

Thursday, May 20. — An advertisement announcing that 
the Savannah would sail that day. 

Friday, May 21. — Cleared. — Steamship Savannah, Rodgers, 
St. Petersburgh, Russia. 

Monday, May 24. — The Steamship Savannah left this port 
Saturday morning last for St. Petersburgh via Liverpool. 
(Saturday was the 22nd). 

Tuesday, May 25. — Memoranda. 

The Steamship Savannah, Rodgers, left Tybee yesterday 
morning (24th) for St. Petersburgh. (The Georgian of the 
same date had the same hews.) 

Tuesday, June 15. — Memoranda. 

The Steamship Savannah. Captain Brown, of the Schooner 
Union, who arrived at New York on the 4th inst., from Ma- 
deira, spoke on the 30th of May, in lat. 38:30, long. 68, the 
Steamship Savannah from this port bound to Liverpool with 
all sails set, and machinery in motion. 
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Saturday, June 19. — Steamship Savannah. — When this 
vessel sailed we expected to hear that she would afford some 
amusement on her passage. The Schooner Peace and Plenty 
arrived at ISiew York, from St. Domingo, reports that on the 
28th of May, in lat. 27 130, long. 70, saw a steam vessel which, 
when first seen, they supposed to be a ship on fire. They 
immediately bore away, to render relief, but soon found their 
mistake, as the vessel, by the help of her sails and machinery, 
was soon out of sight. — N. Y. Com. Adv., 8th inst. 

Thursday, July 1. — Memoranda. 

"The Steamship Savannah was spoken by the ship Canton, 
arrived at New York, from Liverpool, on the 5th of June, in 
lat. 43:30, 12 days out. 

The following are items taken from the Savannah Georgian : 

Saturday, June 26 — Steamship again! The ship Plato, 
Gardner, arrived at Baltimore on the 17th inst., 70 days from 
Bremen, "spoke and passed the elegant steamship Savannah" 
on the 2nd of June, lat. 42, long. 59, 8 days out from this 
port. She passed the Plato at the rate of 9 or 10 knots, and 
Capt. Rodgers informed him that she worked remarkably 
well. The Plato gave her three cheers, and she returned the 
compliment. Success to her. 

From the Georgian, Thursday, Aug. 19, 1819: 

Steamship Savannah. — The British brig Higson (arrived 
at Norfolk on the 8th inst.) brings the intelligence of the 
arrival of the Steamship Savannah at Kinsale in 21 days from 
this port. On inquiry we found that she did not leave Tybee 
until the evening of the 25th of May — so if she arrived at 
Kinsale on the 13th of June, her passage will only have been 
17 instead of 21 days. See foreign news. 

LATEST FROM EUROPE. 

From correspondent of the Char. City Gaz., Norfolk, Aug. 
10. — I have received no shipping list by this arrival but an 
article of great importance in the steam world, (if I may 
use the expression) is contained in the Cork paper of the 19th 
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of June — it is no less than the arrival at Kinsale in 21 days of 
the Steamship Savannah, from Savannah, laden with cotton 
and passengers, she put in for supplies, would remain a day 
or two and then proceeded for Liverpool. Previous to her 
putting in she was chased by a cutter under the impression 
that she was on fire. No further particulars are stated. 

From the Georgian, Tuesday, Aug. 31, 181 9: 

Extract of a letter from Liverpool to a gentleman in this 
city. — "The Steamship Savannah arrived a few days ago, to 
the great astonishment of the people of this city. She came 
up without sails and was much admired. John Bull cannot 
bear the idea that Jonathan should be the first to sail across 
!the Atlantic, by the operation of steam — but it is now too 
evident to be denied. It will not be like some of our scientific 
discoveries, the origin of which have been denied to our 
people, and attempts made by even philosophers to rob us of 
our infant fame. The report is current here that this ship 
is commanded by a brother of Commodore Rodgers, and is 
intended as a present from our government to the Emperor 
Alexander ; and from this wise suggestion the politicians of the 
day have augured much importance, as "secret of ambition" 
covered hostility to the commerce of Great Britain. 

The Columbian Museum and Savannah Gazatte of Wed- 
nesday, Dec. 1, 1819, mentioned the arrival of the Savannah, 
from St. Petersburgh, the evening before, in 50 days, adding 
that she brought no news. 



Editors' Notes 

With this number the Quarterly enters upon its third 
year with bright prospects for a successful career. We have 
received many letters of congratulation from readers of the 
two preceding volumes, in which the writers have expressed 
the hope that the Society may keep up its publication for an 



